
The Character of Christian Worship 
 
I am not an artist and my friend did this painting.  Today the focus is mainly about what I wrote: 

“Why is it so easy for me to forget what it took for me to live?” 
 
Pray- I am your servant come here to bring you glory. 
 
We are looking at the character of Christian worship. 
Romans 12:1   The core of Christian living is found in this passage. 
 
We are justified by faith and then we are moved and motivated by the mercies of God. 
There is fruit of faith that comes from the root of faith and that main fruit is worship in loving obedience. 
The act of Christian worship is total commitment to the Lord which is a response to that which He has 
done seen in the cross and the reality of the resurrection. 
 
Paul qualifies the sacrifice with 3 adjectives, three characteristics of the nature of Christian worship: 
 Living, holy, and acceptable 
 
A living sacrifice.  
Sacrifice is often hard for us because it means relinquishing something, or even death. 
     Dead ones in the OT were only useful for a short time, this will be a living and continuous one.  
          We have died now get on with the task of living for Him. 

We are to give our bodies, not as slain, but living for Jesus. 
 
Gal 2:20  I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me.  
  The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.  
Col 2:6   So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in Him. 
 
 
The next nature of Christian worship in this passage is: 
A holy sacrifice  set apart, consecrate, sanctify, purity 

Holy: set apart from the profane and dedicated to the service of the Lord.   
Free from defects or it would be rejected.  Anything that God uses must be holy. 

 
Of all the words we are looking at, this word “holy” is one of the hardest words to truly know today. 
Many Christians are on the edge, on the fringe of sin.  An old song; What ever happened to sin? 
 My daughter and a booger that will make you sick. 

Romans 6:1-4 
Some of you need to deal with the sin that so easily entangles you. 

Is there such a thing as unacceptable worship? Cain and Able   Nadab and Abihu Aaron’s oldest sons 
We are not to mess with a Holy God.  We are to come to Him on His terms. 

We come to God to freely worship Him,  
but we are not to worship God according to our own standards or will. 

How we engage with God is very important, and it must be on His terms, it must be a holy sacrifice. 
 
When we are changed by the gospel this change must be shown in our conduct. 
Those who have been forgiven and received grace are expected to live holy lives. 

We as holy people are to conduct and carry ourselves in our behavior 
       that reflect the Holy God we belong to and serve. 

No longer is the body to be giving into the ways of this world but now the body is the instrument of holy 
worship.  
We have been set apart for the sole use of God and His work.    
Dear Christian you belong to God, we are to live in the manner of that which we have received. 
“no worship is wholly pleasing to God until there is nothing in me displeasing to God”  AW Tozer 
Cut out and declare war on sin, or as we saw last month, be killing sin or it will be killing you. 
 



Worship cannot be separated from holy living in service to God. 
The real issue at hand is obedience and whether God is God. 
 
Holiness is not just about fighting sin it is about being more like Jesus 
The saving work of God is not only about the Gospel of salvation and the forgiveness of our sins. 
 It is also the Good News that is at work in us to transform us to the image of Christ. 
Holiness is our definition on how we are to behave.  And that is determined by God and His character  
   True holiness is Christ-likeness lived out in the real world each day. 
We are only saints because of our position in Christ and His work.  We are saints, we should act 
saintly. 
 
But how do we get there? 

First our status - Covered in the righteousness of Christ – sinner HOLY    
 
Second - is our growth in sanctification 

As our statement of faith has written 
“God’s justifying grace must not be separated from His sanctifying power and purpose.” 
Avoid that which He has forbidden and seek what He requires. 

   
But how do we get there? 
      We are to transform our minds in His Word 

   Campfire and the smoke  permeates your skin 
Soak in the Word each day and the result is “Contagious Holiness.”   
 People will smell it on you.  
 

To worship God is to draw near to Him in His word in obedience we follow His will and are used by Him. 
 John 14:15,   15:10 
 
The next word or characteristic of this sacrifice is:  
An acceptable pleasing sacrifice  
 
Our goal in life is to please God. II Cor 5:9 
 
What pleases God?    Lev 1:9  acceptable offerings given to God    living - holy  

Romans 14:13-19 the living in harmony with each other 
Phil 4:18 – the giving of our tithes 
Rom 12:2 not being conformed to the world 

 Our total being given to Him. 
Obedience.   

One of my favorite definitions of worship is by Pastor John Gamble “Worship is obedience” 
In obedience we come to know God and the presentation of His glory. 
Though we are precious to God, we are not as precious as His Glory. 
Give glory to God by your conduct 
 
We demonstrate our love and commitment to God by living, holy and pleasing  
   
When we fear, revere, and love Him as a Holy God, He moves in our lives for His glory. 

Roberto mi amigo story. 
 
Use me in any way- surrender every dimension of our life. 
An acceptable pleasing sacrifice requires much true dedication to the service of God in this world. 
 
 
And this is  
True Worship-         
 



 
Reasonable or rational is a better translation.  
This Greek word is where we get our English word “logical”.    It is rational (true) and spiritual John 4:24 

Because it is the type of “worship that derives its character as acceptable to God from the fact 
that it enlists our mind, our reason, our intellect” John Murray 

 
It is not mechanical, but a rationally thought response. 
Giving wholehearted holy devotion is the only logical, reasonable response to God’s mercy. 

Because of the cross we worship Him. 
 
This is worship- It is the sacrifice of Body in; holy ways, pleasing ways to God as we live each day.   

Our response is to be that of total surrender- our entire person as a sacrifice to God. 
 
Dedicate your life to a service of God as a plumber, farmer, teacher.  
     If this is what He has called you to—why would you stoop to be a king? 
 

In worship, God just does not want another song but a reflection of His glory, love and mercy  
shown also in activity of doing what is right, and displaying the treasure of God  
among the oppressed, the poor and destitute in every place you walk and live.    

 
May we be the church that reflects His glory, mercy and joy to this world. 
 
I Peter 2:9-10 
 


